CHAPTER XIX

A POLITICAL UPHEAVAL

Turkish account; The Army checked; Waiting for reinforcements and
ammunition; The Admiral's appreciation of the situation; Churchill's effort
to renew the Naval Offensive; Fleet condemned to inaction; Lord Fisher's
resignation; Fall of the Government; Lord Fisher's ultimatum; Coalition
Government formed; Mr, Balfour becomes First Lord.

BY the jth May, the Allied Army had a secure footing on the
Peninsula, having repulsed with great skughter every effort of
the enemy to drive diem into the sea; and on the morning of
the 6th, our Army Headquarters was full of confident hope
that the second battle of Krithia would result in the occupation
of Achi Baba by that evening. On the eve of that batde the
military situation from the enemy's point of view, as given in
the official Turkish account, and Liman von Sanders' Memoirs,
is of great interest, and shows once again how near we were to
success:

" After the failure of the Turkish night attacks, Colonel
von Sodenstern was removed from the command of the
Southern Group, and was replaced by Weber Pasha, another
German hitherto in command of the troops on the Asiatic
shore. The position on Weber Pasha's arrival on the
jth May is reported to have been very unsatisfactory.
Owing to the constant fighting and to the lack of entrenching
tools, little progress had been made in the construction
of a defensive line, and casualties had been so heavy that,
according to one account, the 31 battalions in the Southern
Group amounted to only some ij,ooo rifles. Losses
amongst senior officers had been particularly severe, and
the continual shelling by the fleet had caused so much
demoralisation that the new commander was strongly urged
to order a general retirement behind the Achi Baba Ridge,
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